The macrophage, TNF, and other cytokines.
A complex interplay of peptides known as the cytokines may have a tremendous influence over a number of inflammatory related conditions. Tumor necrosis factor occupies an early and central role in the initiation of cascades that ultimately influences a number of cell types involved in tissue inflammation, tissue rejection, cancer, and injuries from ischemia reperfusion. Only now are the cascades being defined and therapies being designed to interrupt the toxic effects of these cytokines and to treat malignancy.